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WINTER 2019

Lives Here
History 

Remembering 
Christmas on 

Main St. – 1925
By Claudia Mize

  Let’s take a stroll down Main Street 
during the Christmas season in 1925. 
Families were excited to see all the bright 
decorations downtown. They dressed in 
their Sunday best and climbed in their 
automobiles (mostly Model T Fords - see 
picture) then parked and walked down 
Main Street browsing through the stores 
looking for the perfect gifts. Evenings 
were the favorite time for families to shop 
and see the dazzling Christmas lights, plus 
the stores stayed open until 9 p.m.
  After shopping for a couple of hours, it 
was time to stop for a quick meal at Wool-
worths or a more relaxed dinner at the Royal 
Grill. Does anyone remember these stores 
on Main Street?
 Gulbransen Pianos: They had beautiful 
Steinway pianos and we loved to run our 
fingers over the keys.
 Herrera Building: on 300 block next to 
Fox Theatre.
 J.C. Penney’s at 312: “…gives you 
substantial savings in low prices…”
 Steinhouser & Eaton Drugstore at 313
 PJ Nielsen Cigars/Kodak/Taxi at 315
 W.V. Ross Jeweler at 317
 Central Electric: 120 years in business 
this year! 
 Jansen’s Music: They had the first 
Victrola record players. If you remember, 
they had to be cranked up to play the 78 rpm 
Bakelite records. Songs by the Italian singer 
Caruso were often heard being played in the 
neighborhood.
 Watsonville Hardware at 339

John’s Brown Bilt Shoe Store at 327: 
Distributed Buster Brown & Brown Bilt shoes. 
Buckhart’s Lunches (and candy): “For a 
Good Special or Hot Lunch.”
 Kuppenheimer: Men’s Clothing
 Ford’s Dept Store: One of the favorites 
because it had everything--- clothing, appli-
ances, toys.
 Fox California Theatre 318: “Always 
the Best in Talking Pictures.”
Pajaro Valley Bank: One of 30 national 

banks authorized to print our money 
between 1915 -1935.
 Lettunich Building at 406: built in 
1916. Housed several businesses including 
Prescription Pharmacy & Bank of America.
Royal Grill:“Private booths for ladies – 
Meals at all hours. Automobile parties & 
Banquets”
 Hotel Resetar: Their red electric sign 
could be seen all over the valley. The sign 
was there for 100 years.

Downtown 
Watsonville lights 
up the night 
during the 1925 
holiday season. 
Pictured here 
are the right and 
left-hand sides 
of Main Street  
looking north. The 
California Theatre 
would become the 
Fox Theatre.
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 PVHA received a $50,000 grant from the 
Borina Special Places Endowment managed 
by the Community Foundation Santa Cruz 
County.
 The grant is for preservation of the 
historical Bockius-Orr House, other build-
ings on site and gardens. This includes 
the 150-year-old coastal live oaks and 
hedges. Additionally, the grant is for a 
new computer system, a new phone sys-
tem, upgrading computer software and 
replacing old wiring.  
 To date, in the house, we have repaired 
wall and ceiling cracks and painted the 
kitchen, dining room and lower hallway. 
We’ve also repaired water leaks in the roof 
over the dining room.
 To further preserve the coastal live oaks 
on the property, we did extensive trimming 
on our beautiful trees. We removed dead 
wood, and installed cables to support the  

trees’ lower limbs.
 The old telephone system and wiring was 
removed and replaced with a new up-to-date 

system. 
 PVHA purchased a new 48-terabyte stor-
age device for all of our scanned photos and 
documents, and new desk top computers for 
the Archive and Annex.
 We did extensive upgrades to computer 
operating systems, applications, and in-
stalled new underground wiring for the net-
work connecting computers in the Archive, 
House and Annex.
 Improving the parking area with addi-
tional aggregate and bumpers, is scheduled, 
but not completed as of yet. We will restripe 
handicap parking areas, and install a privacy 
screen bordering the property line with the 
high school.
 PVHA will be applying for additional 
Grants in 2020 to complete painting the 
Bockius-Orr House, upgrading the front 
garden fountain, and repairing and painting 
the Beach Street rental property.

PVHA Receives $50,000 Grant to Preserve Buildings and Gardens

PVHA Treasurer Ralph Jacobs
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  By Claudia Mize
 James Wesley (Wes) Gallagher — A local 
boy who made it to the top! Wes Gallagher 
attended Watsonville High School, graduating 
in 1930. He played football, basketball, and 
was a student reporter for the Black & Gold, 
the high school paper. In the mid-1930s, Wes 
was an aspiring sportswriter for the Watson-
ville Morning Register, the morning edition 
of the Register-Pajaronian.  We are proud that 
our small farming community of Watsonville 
(population about 8,000 in 1930) helped Wes 
get his start in journalism.
  Wes was a war correspondent in 27 coun-
tries of the world. The young WW II reporter 
became general manager and president of the 
Associated Press (AP), expanding the frontiers 
in news coverage and technology through 
America’s turbulent 1960s.  In 1972, two jour-
nalists from China, guests of Wes Gallagher 
and representatives at the United Nations, 
toured the Watsonville area interviewing field 
workers about farming methods, living condi-
tions and wages. Wes was with the Associated 
Press for 39 years, retiring in 1976 at age 65.
  Years later at a class reunion, a classmate 
Danny Peabody said, “What I’d like to know 
is how Wes was given only a C in English 
comp and got so far, and we who got A’s got 
nowhere.”
  Mae Lord, his English teacher, said, “The 
answer is that Wes could make important 
contacts, and get the news, but he never could 
write.  I got his book and put It down unread.”
  In 1994, Wes returned to Watsonville for 
the induction ceremony of the Watsonville 
High School Foundation’s Hall of Fame.  He 
said that being a reporter for nearly 40 years 
was like having a “front-row seat at all the 
important events of the day. No millionaire can 
buy that seat.”
  Wes Gallagher, known world-wide and a 
legend in the news business, began his career 
in Watsonville. He died in 1997 at age 86 while 
living in Santa Barbara.

Wes Gallagher: From Watsonville to the World Stage

Wes Gallagher graduated from 
Watsonville High in 1930 (inset above), 

greeted Queen Elizabeth II during the 
1976 bicentennial (above) and met with  

General Eisenhower in 1942. (bottom) 
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Items of Note As of August 27, 2019

 PVHA is looking for volunteers-- both 
students and older adults. Community 
service hours can be earned by students. 
We can offer the opportunity for the senior 
adults to pass history on  to the younger 
generation while helping preserve and 
protect the history of the Pajaro Valley.
  If interested contact PVHA. Email: 
info@pajarovalleyhistory.org or phone: 
831-722-0505

PVHA Needs Volunteers, 
both Younger and Older

Memorials
Wallace “Wally” Roberts

•	 Tom	and	Joyce	Kalich
•	 Roseann	Kalich

Ed Bystran
•	 Patty	Lockett

Alice Leyland
•	 Don	and	Dolores	French

David Williams
•	 Robert	and	Mitzi	Williams

Muriel Hayer
•	 Claire	Etienne

Donations

In Honor of:
Ken Dobler’s Birthday

•	 Dominic	and	Martha	Muzzi

General
•	 Karen	Bachan
•	 Dr.	Janet	Bell
•	 Coleen	Brunetti
•	 Sharon	Bystran
•	 Rita	Christiansen
•	 Ken	and	Anne	Dobler
•	 Bill	Hagins	(	Pajaro	Valley	Fresh	Fruit	
and	Vegetables)
•	 Hugh	and	Pat	Hudson
•	 Marilyn	Hyde
•	 Doris	Kessell
•	 Donn	Marinovich		and	Sherrin	Grout

•	 Dominic	and	Martha	Muzzi
•	 Rowland	and	Patricia	Rebele
•	 Adolf	Rosekrans
•	 Gary	and	Patricia	Thwing
•	 Samuel	L.	Wright

Costume Maintenance:
•	 Sharon	Bystran

Membership

New Members
•	 Steve	and	Monique	Clifton
•	 Joanne	Martin

Renewed in August
•	 Joe	Costa
•	 Susan	Pelis
•	 Gerri	Ann	Simmons

Renewed in September
•	 Margaret	Bloom
•	 Betty	Bobeda
•	 Hans	Claus
•	 Jack	and	Marilyn	Clifton
•	 Catherine	Coward
•	 Patricia	Davis
•	 John	Gallagher
•	 Doris	Goon	
•	 Bill	Hagins	(	Pajaro	Valley	Fresh	Fruit	
and	Vegetables)
•	 Mas	and	Marcia	Hashimoto
•	 Bonnie	Hawley	(Friends	of	S.C.	State	
Parks)
•	 John	and	Frances	McGrath	Kovarik
•	 JoMarie	Lake
•	 Robert	and	Janey	Leonardich

•	 Vic		and	Nancy	Lewis
•	 Robert	Lynn
•	 Patty	Lockett
•	 Mary	Ellen	Martinelli
•	 Jane	Parks	McKay
•	 Mark	and	Carol	Pista
•	 Ricardo	Rocha(	RV’s	Computers)
•	 Mary	Siefke
•	 Teri	Wempe	and	Guy	George
•	 Samuel	Wright
Memberships	renewed	in	October:
•	 Doug	and	Noris	Anderson
•	 Lynn	Clough
•	 Theresa	Cordoza
•	 Mimi	Crumpton
•	 Bob	Dickie
•	 Claire	Etienne
•	 Georgeann	Eiskamp
•	 Lisa	Eiskamp
•	 Mary	Eves
•	 Mr.	and	Mrs.	Phillip	Gilman	MD
•	 Rod	and	Penny	Hudson
•	 Oliver	T.	Johnson
•	 Elizabeth	Ludden
•	 Donna	Manfre
•	 David	McCabe
•	 Patricia	Novakovich
•	 Margaret	Osborn	Pilgrim
•	 Mark	and	Karen	Sambrailo
•	 Helen	Ukestad
•	 Harry	and	Clarice	Wiggins
•	 Robert	and	Mitzi	Williams

New Volunteers
•	 Alia	Bejarano	Perkins
•	 Keith	and	Thais	Winkelman

Holiday Hours 
Start Nov. 22

 The holidays are coming! Thank 
you to our patrons for their support 
this year and to our volunteers for 
their tireless efforts!  We hope the 
New Year will bring good cheer and 
good will. 
 Please note that we will be closed 
for Thanksgiving from Nov. 22 to 
Dec. 2 and for Christmas from Dec. 
20 to Jan. 6.

Santa visits downtown Watsonville in 1978, when 
Christmas shopping was done downtown.
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Happenings in the Bockius-Orr House
 By Claudia Mize
 The ‘House Ladies’ have artfully created the current house 
theme: “Autumn Colors.” Vintage clothing in browns, oranges 
and greens are on display along with coordinating hats, shoes 
and purses. The bridal room is chocked full of vintage toys in-
cluding story books, holiday 
cards, children’s clothing, 
baby dolls and story book 
dolls.
 They are also document-
ing clothing items on the 
computer.  This is very 
labor intensive as there are 
over one thousand items in 
the collection. The garden 
volunteers are adding new 
planting and restoring the 
garden areas one at a time 
while maintaining the aes-
thetics of the garden. 
 The volunteers held an 
offsite garage sale with 
items donated by friends of 
PVHA. Profits from the sale were $1735 which will be used 
for the conservation of the vintage clothing collection.
 Christmas Tea: Soon the house will begin its transformation 
to the new holiday theme:  “There’s a Chill in the Air.” This 
will be completed in time for the Christmas Tea on December 
8 from 1 – 4pm. 
 Volunteers needed: This is a good time to mention that we 
are always looking for volunteers to help with the gardening or 
computer input or clothing displays.

1970s Light yellow wool dress by “Norman Norrell” from I. 
Magnin. Donated by Luann Neibling.

5th Annual Stay at 
Home Fundraiser

PVHA held the drawing for 
the 5th Annual Fundraiser on 

October 16. The winners were: 
Claire Etienne; Lisa Eiskamp;  

Antoinette Lukrich; Luann 
Lauesen; Robert Leonardich; 

Lorraine Jurach. Thank you 
to all our regular supporters, 

and to our new supporters who 
boosted our fund raising over 

last year’s goals.  A big “Thank 
you!” to all who helped make 

the raffle a success.
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Pajaro Valley Historical Association
P.O. Box 623
Watsonville, CA 95077

Preserving	the	History	of	the	Greater	Pajaro	Valley
Established	1940	~	Incorporated	1956

Board of Directors
Judy	Nielsen,	President
Chuck	Allen,	Vice-President
Ralph	Jacobs,	Treasurer
Luann	Lauesen,	Secretary	
Ken	Dobler
John	Espinoza
Peter	Navarro
Tony	Scurich
Phil	Ybarra
Sharon	Bystran

Office Administrator:	Jodi	Frensley
I.T. Committee Chair:	Louis	Arbanas

PHONE:	831-722-0305
EMAIL:	info@pajarovalleyhistory.org

Ways to 
Donate

•	Become	a	Member

•	Upgrade	your
Membership	Level

•	Make	a	general	
donation	to	the	PVHA

•	Make	a	donation	 to	
our	endowment	funds:
The	Historic	 Preserva-
tion	 Fund	 or	Archive	
Fund,	both	established	
a t 	 The 	 Community	
Foundation

THE AGRICULTURAL HISTORY PROJECT
P.O. Box 1181
Watsonville, CA 95077

Phone/Fax: 831-724-5898
Email: Postmaster@aghistoryproject.org
Website: www.aghistoryproject.org

AHP MISSION STATEMENT
  

Enriching our Lives with 
Agricultural History

 

JOIN AHP....enjoy members-only benefits and support ag history!
Yes, I/We  will support the Agricultural History Project in the membership classification checked below:
Name or Business 

Address

City, State, Zip         

Phone

INDIVIDUAL:  [ ] Regular  ($30 per year)    
     [ ] Sustaining ($100 per year)          [ ] Benefactor ($500 per year)             [ ] Life ($1,000) 
FAMILY:  [ ] Regular ($40 per year)       
     [ ] Sustaining ($100 per year)          [ ] Benefactor ($500 per year)             [ ] Life ($1,000)   
STUDENT: [ ] ($20 per year)    
BUSINESS:
     [ ]  Regular ($250 per year)                  [ ] Benefactor ($500 per year)                   [ ]  Life ($1,000)

Donations to AHP are tax deductible.    ID # 77-0165945

Clip and mail to: AHP,  P. O. Box 1181, Watsonville, CA 95077

Email:

NoNpRofit 
oRgaNizatioN

Us postage 
paid

peRMit No. 22
   Watsonville,

CA 95076



The Agricultural History Project (AHP) honors 
and promotes knowledge about agriculture on 
the Central California Coast, both past and 

present.
AHP preserves, exhibits, collects and builds 

community awareness of the economic, cultural 
and ethnic aspects of agriculture in the area.

Return Service 
Requested

298

Want to join now or need to renew? We’d love to have you become a member of PVHA

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please Make Checks Payable to “PVHA”

PO BOX 623 Watsonville CA 95077
Or	join	via	our	website	at	www.pajarovalleyhistory.org	(Visa	or	Mastercard)

____	New	Member				_____Renewal				Membership	Expiration	Date	______

____	Donor	$50			_____Supporter	$100			_____	Benefactor	$250					____	Patron	$500					_____Corporate	$_____

Other	Donation	$	__________	to	be	used	for____________________________________________________________

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Adress:____________________________________________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________________	State	________________ZIP	______________________

Phone:_____________________________________________			Total	Enclosed:_________________________________

Email:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

(We are updating our database and would like to include your email address please)
All contributions are tax deductible within the meaning of 

Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code — Tax ID 94-1663161
Thank You!


